AUK THK STARS INFINITE IN NUMBER?    155
elusion to bo drawn from this fact clearly is, that these faint .stars arc becoming more and more thinly scattered in space, while th<% dark background on which they are usually seen shows that, except in the region of the Milky Way, there are not multitudes of still .smaller invisible stars beyond them.
(4<) The lust, indication of a limited stellar universe—the estimate of numbers by the light-ratio of each successive magnitude- powerfully supports the three preceding arguments.
Tbf four distinct classes of evidence now adduced must be held to constitute, us nearly as the circumstances permit, a satisfactory proof that the stellar universe, of which our solar system forms a part, has definite limits; and that a full knowledge of it* form, structure, and extent, is not beyond the possibility of attainment by the astronomers of the future.bsent or very faint and few in number. In many of these areas the largest telescopes show no more stars than those of moderate size, while the few stars seen are projected on an intensely dark background.    Sir William Her-schel, Humboldt, Sir John Herschel, R. A. Proctor, and many living astronomers hold that, in these dark areas, rifts, and patches, we see completely through our stellar universe into the starless depths of space beyond.
